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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. NEEDS STATEMENT  

South End Shelburne residents have experienced contaminated well water and 

water shortages due to drought.  A community well and public drinking water supply 

in the neighbourhood will address the determined need of  property owners and 

improve health outcomes and quality of  life for all residents.   

2. OBJECTIVE 

Development of  a community well located at the Roger Grovestine Recreation Complex 

(RGRC) in the South End of  Shelburne in partnership with the Town of  Shelburne. 

Support for a community well has been well documented with a petition circulated by 

SEED being signed by over 150 local residents (Appendix III) as well as an online 

petition signed by more than 2700 supporters (Appendix III). 

3.    GOALS 

A community well installed with funding provided by SEED partners and maintained in 

collaboration with the Town of  Shelburne to provide a public drinking water supply and 

meet the demonstrated needs raised by community residents including:  

a. documented cases of  private wells as well as the former public water supply at 

RGRC contaminated with E.Coli and/or Total Coliform bacteria 

b. increasing seasonal drought resulting in dry or contaminated wells and need for 

distribution of  water by the Town of  Shelburne  

c. requirement for education about well maintenance for residents with private wells 

as recommended in Residential Water Review Staff  report to council October 15, 

2018 
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d. ongoing concerns of  environmental racism and potential health impacts raised 

beginning in the early 1990s by African Nova Scotian residents located adjacent 

to the “town dump” and the lack of  an environmental assessment or remediation 

plan including a ‘monitoring well program’ in order to determine potential leachate 

and possible impact on residents 

e. an opportunity to improve the RGRC, an underdeveloped town asset located in the 

community as an additional location for distribution of  clean water  

f. address systemic racism and traditional lack of  public infrastructure or 

government support for economic development in African Nova Scotian 

neighbourhoods with an inclusive project that can create ongoing opportunities 

for community development and education 

g. improve health outcomes and quality of  life for all residents 

h. align with strategic outcomes from the 2017-2021 Town of  Shelburne Strategic 

Plan and 2014 Town of  Shelburne Municipal Climate Change Action Plan Strategy 

5 to Protect Future Drinking Water Supply 

4.    SOLUTION 

In addition to our proposal and determination of  both need and community support for a 

community well in the form of  petitions as required by council and the Local 

Improvement By-Law, Section 10(a), SEED has also secured funding for the installation 

of  the community well from private partners and a quote from a qualified contractor 

(APPENDIX II), reducing the investment and financial risk associated with developing 

community well infrastructure for the Town of  Shelburne.  

5.   SWOT ANALYSIS    

a. STRENGTHS  

✓ Proven need for improved water supply and water security for all Shelburne 

residents  
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✓ Determined need based on water quality tests and public demand for a 

community well located in the South End of  Shelburne  

✓ Documented community and public support  

✓ Strong leadership by SEED and Louise Deslile built national awareness 

✓ Suitable town owned facility at Roger Grovestine Recreation Complex  

✓ Secured financing and public-private sector partnerships 

✓Meets multiple objectives in Town of  Shelburne Strategic Plan  

✓ Community led initiative  

✓Will improve health outcomes and quality of  life for all residents  

b. WEAKNESSES  

✓ Requires support and partnership with Town of  Shelburne  

✓ Ongoing maintenance costs and monitoring of  public water utility  

✓ Underdeveloped and under serviced neighbourhood  

✓ Systemic racism and bias  

✓ RGRC may require facility upgrades and updates 

✓ Communication between municipality and residents   

c. OPPORTUNITIES  

✓ Create public drinking water supply to address water quality and security  

✓ Strengthen relationships and goodwill between African Nova Scotian 

community locally and provincially and the Town of  Shelburne  

✓ Community and economic development  

✓ Utilize local and national press attention on water quality concerns in 

Shelburne to promote community well project  

✓ Ongoing costs of  maintenance for the public water utility could be offset with 

development of  a canteen on site, a fee for sport teams and groups that use 

the complex recreationally to access the community well, and/or charges for 

seasonal visitors to the town to access the well 

✓ Potential provincial or federal government partnership  

PROPOSAL 11/2019 5



d. THREATS  

✓  Lack of  federal or provincial government partnership  

✓ Public frustration with lack of  action on water quality in South End Shelburne  

✓ Potential overuse or underuse of  community well  

✓ Drought independent or drought related conditions that could contaminate or 

compromise water quality or quantity   

6.   STRATEGIC OUTCOMES 

This proposal meets targeted objectives and recommendations from Shelburne Town 

Council’s vision as articulated in the 2017-2021 Town of  Shelburne strategic plan of  

“moving forward together toward a prosperous and sustainable future” in the 

following ways:  

a. Strategic Plan Goal #2: Grow Community (strengthening community, contributing to 

neighbourhoods) to “Invest in parks, trails, green spaces and recreational 

opportunities in all areas of  Town” as well as “Continued implementation of  MCAP 

plan focusing on stormwater, drought, etc.”  

b. Strategic Plan Goal #3: Grow Partnerships (working through community and 

strengthening existing cooperation) including Objective 3.1 to “Invest in community 

recreational and cultural infrastructure, expand partnerships with community 

groups” and Objective 3.3 of  “partnering with community groups and organizations 

to access additional funding opportunities” and particularly to “Establish 

partnerships with the private sector to promote investment in community 

infrastructure”. 

c. Strategic Plan Goal #4: Grow Capacity, Objective 4.1 “Investing in town 

infrastructure” specifically the objective to “develop a strategy to expand access to 

water services to additional areas”  

The creation of  a community well at the RGRC will also meet the following strategic 

outcomes identified as priorities by the Town of  Shelburne:  
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d. 2014 Town of  Shelburne Municipal Climate Change Action Plan Strategy 5: 

Project Future Drinking Water Supply by improving a former public drinking water 

supply to provide potable water in a recreation facility.  

e. Residential Water Review Staff  report to council October 15, 2018 

recommendations to educate residents on care and maintenance of  private wells, 

reduce drought independent contamination conditions, and provide an alternate 

potable water source for water distribution during drought related conditions.  

f. Implement feedback from community residents from 2018 Town of  Shelburne public 

survey on future use of  the Roger Grovestine Memorial Recreation Complex which 

received 62 resident responses including “improvements to the washroom and 

canteen facilities”. 
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LOCATION 

7.   FACILITY OVERVIEW     

Located within the South End neighbourhood of  Shelburne the Roger Grovestine 

Memorial Recreation Complex is a municipal asset of  the Town of  Shelburne, located on 

Carleton Street consisting of  three tennis courts, baseball field, benching, bleachers, 

storage shed, washrooms, and canteen.  The complex was registered as a public 

drinking water supply with Nova Scotia Environment on July 22, 2010 (APPENDIX II) but 

a Boil Water Advisory was issued in April 2011 due to presence of  Total Coliform in 

drinking water and the facility deregistered as a public drinking water supply in 

September of  2011. The need to upgrade the facility and improve water quality, along 

with requirements for ongoing water testing in order to reregister and qualify as a 

public drinking water supply makes this facility an ideal location for a community 

well. 
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8.   LAND SUITABILITY  

Developing and improving the Roger Grovestine Memorial Recreation Complex has been 

explored by the Town of  Shelburne for many years including public workshops in May 

and November of  2017 and a survey and public workshop in 2018.  According to a 

Yarmouth County Vanguard article dated June 11, 2018 the complex is under-utilized as 

"less than half  of  14-acre town owned property is used” according to the same article 

“improvements to the washroom and canteen facilities were among the suggestions 

put forth by residents in the survey”.  

Locating the community well at an existing town asset that is in need of  additional 

infrastructure within the South End of  Shelburne is a benefit to all residents and visitors, 

the location already has parking and is accessible to the public. Additionally installation 

of  a drilled well at the recreation complex location could be used to develop further 

infrastructure and recreational opportunities currently limited by the lack of  potable 

water on site.  

8.   EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE   

Existing infrastructure at the complex includes a washroom with a well, pump, and 

pressure tank. According to the Shelburne Infrastructure Study completed by CBCL 

Limited for the Town of  Shelburne in 2015 two dug wells are on-site and provide non-

potable water for the washroom facilities. “All mechanical systems are in fair condition 

and appear to be adequate for their present use.” 
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APPENDIXES 

I. QUOTE  

II. PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY DOCUMENTS  

III. DETERMINED NEED: PETITIONS 

IV.  WATER TESTING RESULTS SUMMARY  

REFERENCES 

• Shelburne Town Council Strategic Plan 2017-2021  

• Town of  Shelburne Local Improvement By-Law 

• Town of  Shelburne Staff  Report to Council, Residential Water Review, October 15 

2018  

• Town of  Shelburne Infrastructure Study, CBCL Limited, September 2015 

• “Town of  Shelburne looking at future for Roger Grovestine Complex”, Yarmouth 

County Vanguard, June 11 2018  

LINKS 

• Online Petition Change.org “Support a community well in the South End of  

Shelburne” https://www.change.org/p/residents-of-shelburne-county-support-a-

community-well-in-the-south-end-of-shelburne 
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K.D. Rogers Well Drilling Ltd. 
PO Box 180, Centreville, NS. B0P 1J0 

Phone: 902-678-0945 
Toll Free: 1-800-565-4021 

E-mail: kdrogersdrilling@eastlink.ca 
 

Job Estimate 

Louise                                                                                                                 August 20, 2019 

South Shelburne 

902-875-3222 

otm_louise@hotmail.com 

 

Quantity Description Total 

200 Feet of Drilling @ $20.00 per foot $4,000.00 

40 Feet of Casing @ $20.00 per foot $800.00 

1 Drive Shoe $100.00 

1 Well Cap $100.00 

 Environmental bentonite seal N/C 

   

   

 Any additional Drilling or Casing will be charged at the same pricing.  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 Sub Total $5,000.00 

 HST $750.00 

 Total $5,750.00 
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CHANGE.ORG PETITION REASONS FOR SIGNING  
Full petition and signatures available here: 


change.org/p/residents-of-shelburne-county-support-a-community-well-in-the-south-end-of-shelburne


Family had been directly affected by the water issue here for years, it’s time to step up 
and take care of what needs to be addressed. 
Cindy Dean


Supporting my old community which has traditionally been disenfranchised. 
Graham Nickerson 

Because i was a resident of Shelburne, and now reside in Halifax. But my family, 
relatives and others still reside there. So yes, good drinking water is a must when in 
need.You cannot survive without. 
Linda Wesley 

Before I moved to Halifax, I struggled with water shortages at my family home. Now 
that I’ve moved, I still see it happening to my family/relatives/friends. This would 
definitely be a great resource! 
Oshia MacKay 

I have lived in Shelburne. I now have lupus, 7 other autoimmune diseases, and had 2 
different cancers. My rheumatologist strongly believes that the direct cause of my lupus 
is due to the contaminated ground water from the toxins leached from the town dump. 
My grandparents have cancer. My uncle died in his 30’s from stomach cancer. I almost 
lost my mother to multiple myeloma. Please! Change is needed so lives can be saved! 
Dana Villeneuve 

Centre of town doesn't need this well, it belongs in the South end. The South end is the 
part of town that has been forgotten and screwed over for years. They don't have 
access to clean water unlike the rest of Shelburne. 
Tara Acker 

It is a human right to have clean water to drink and sustain our lives where we live. It is 
time for all people to come together and support Black and Indigenous and poor 
people who are fighting for the basic human right to clean water and freedom from 
pollution, disease and death due to human activity and industry that is destroying our 
water. Water is Sacred. Water is Life. All living beings need clean water to survive. 
Wela'lin 
Dorene Bernard

http://change.org
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